Confirmation of brain death with portable isotope angiography: a review of 204 consecutive cases.
Intravenous isotope angiography is a rapid, safe, and specific bedside test for confirming brain death by demonstrating the lack of critical cerebral perfusion that occurs in this condition, regardless of etiology. A review of 204 consecutive cases of suspected brain death studied with isotope angiography has reaffirmed our confidence in the specificity of the technique and has convinced us to make less stringent our radiographic criteria for confirming brain death by this method. A technically satisfactory single flow study that shows arrest of the carotid circulation at the base of the skull and absence of the intracranial arterial circulation may be considered confirmatory of a carefully established clinical diagnosis of brain death, even though there may be some visualization of the intracranial venous sinuses. Arbitrary waiting periods, withdrawal of sedative drugs, and electrophysiological studies are not needed when this technique is used.